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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This was the site of a RepUblican (Kitkehahki) Pawnee village in
the 1820's and 1830's. The earthlodges were round, dome-shaped

structures with a framework of heavy timbers covered over with sod.

They closely resembled huge mounds of earth. Most lodges were 30 to
40 feet in diameter. In this village two of the 22 known sites on

the state-owned land were considerably larger. Presumably they were

the dwellings of more important families.
A museum and interpretive center was built in 1967 over one of

the larger lodge sites. While other lodge sites have been scientifi-

cally excavated and then refilled,. the one inside the museum walls

has been left exposed. It has a diameter of 50 feet and an area of

almost 2000 square feet. On the floor of the lodge visitors can see
remains of burned timbers from the collapsed walls and the post holes

in which roof and wall supports once stood. Ashes still remain in

the hearth. Left where they were found on the floor are remains of

stone, bone, and metal tools and implements, which were left behind
when the lodge was abandoned.

Surface features of the site which are visible are the locations

of lodge floors, storage pits, and the remains of the fortification
wall around the village.
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

This Pawnee Indian village on the Republican river was probably
inhabited in the 1820's and 1830's. It is believed to have been

the village visited by Jedediah Smith, famed mountain man and

explorer, in January, 1826, when he was on his way west with a

party of trappers.

This is one of only a few documented Pawnee sites which have

been scientifically excavated and the only one in Kansas. It is the

only major preserved Pawnee village site in the Central Plains area.
The museum constructed around a scientifically excavated earthlodge

is unique in Plains archeology.
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